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Highlighted evidence outcomes represent priority content for the 
2020-2021 school year. 
 
Reading, Writing, and Communicating 
• Effectively communicates for a variety of purposes 

- Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes. 
- Adapt language as appropriate to purpose: to persuade, explain/provide information, or 
express an opinion. 

• Effectively listens for a variety of purposes 
- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly.  
- Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow upon information, and make 
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.  
- Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
- Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons 
and evidence.  

• Reads, understands, and compares ideas in grade level literature 
- Locate information to support opinions, predictions, inferences, and identification of the 
author’s message or theme. 
- Use knowledge of literary devices (such as imagery, rhythm, foreshadowing, simple 
metaphors) to understand and respond to text. 
- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, 
at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

• Reads, understands and compares ideas in informational texts 
- Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text.  
- Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals ,events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 
- Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
- Compare and contrast the overall structure (for example: chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts. 
- Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they represent.  
- Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate 
an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.  
- Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s). 
- Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about 
the subject knowledgeably.  
- By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

• Uses strategies to understand complex words and phrases 
- Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
- Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding. 
- Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. 
- Compare and contrast the varieties of English (for example: dialects, registers) used in stories, 
dramas, or poems. 

- Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of 
a word (for example: photograph, photosynthesis). 
- Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.  

• Uses specific techniques to create unique stories 
- No evidence outcomes mastered during trimester for this indicator 

• Creates informational and persuasive texts with opposing viewpoints 
- Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information, for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
- Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in 
which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
- Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
- Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (for example: consequently, 
specifically). 
- Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.  
- Write informative/explanatory texts that provide a clear focus and the use of text features to 
group related information on a well-developed topic, using precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary. 
- Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related 
information logically; include formatting (for example: headings), illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 
- Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples related to the topic. 
- Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (for 
example: in contrast, especially). 
- Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
- Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 
presented. 

• Uses correct grade level grammar, punctuation, and spelling 
- Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 
- Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their 
function in particular sentences. 
- Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing.  
- Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.  
- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
- With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
- With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
- Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

• Conducts and presents research from multiple sources 
- Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
- Summarize and support key ideas. 
- Demonstrate comprehension of information with supporting logical and valid inferences 
- Develop and present a brief (oral or written) research report with clear focus and supporting 
detail for an intended audience. 
- Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and 
digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work, and provide 
a list of sources. 
- Develop relevant supporting visual information (for example: charts, maps, graphs, photo 
evidence, models). 
- Provide documentation of sources used in a grade-appropriate format. 

• Considers consequences in order to solve problems 
- Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

• Uses reasoning and questioning to evaluate different points of view 

- Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (for example: “Compare and contrast two or 
more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text [for example: how characters interact]”).  
- Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (for example: “Explain how an author 
uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point[s]”).  
 

Math 
• Understand place value system 

- No evidence outcomes mastered during trimester for this indicator 
• Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers 

- No evidence outcomes mastered during trimester for this indicator 
• Perform operations with multi-digit decimals to hundredths 

- No evidence outcomes mastered during trimester for this indicator 
• Add and subtract fractions  

- No evidence outcomes mastered during trimester for this indicator 
• Multiply and divide fractions 

- No evidence outcomes mastered during trimester for this indicator 
• Interpret numerical expressions and analyze pattern relationships 

- Use grouping symbols (parentheses, brackets, or braces) in numerical expressions, and 
evaluate expressions with these symbols. 
- Write simple expressions that record calculations with numbers, and interpret numerical 
expressions without evaluating them. For example, express the calculation “add 8 and 7, then 
multiply by 2” as 2 × (8 + 7). Recognize that 3 × (18932 + 921) is three times as large as 18932 + 
921, without having to calculate the indicated sum or product. 
- Generate two numerical patterns using two given rules. Identify apparent relationships 
between corresponding terms. Form ordered pairs consisting of corresponding terms from the 
two patterns, and graph the ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. For example, given the rule 
“Add 3” and the starting number 0, and given the rule “Add 6” and the starting number 0, 
generate terms in the resulting sequences, and observe that the terms in one sequence are 
twice the corresponding terms in the other sequence. Explain informally why this is so.  

• Represent and interpret data 
- Make a line plot to display a data set of measurements in fractions of a unit (1/2, 1/4, 1/8). 
Use operations on fractions for this grade to solve problems involving information presented in 
line plots. For example, given different measurements of liquid in identical beakers, find the 
amount of liquid each beaker would contain if the total amount in all the beakers were 
redistributed equally.  

• Understand measurement concepts of volume and converting units 
- Convert among different-sized standard measurement units within a given measurement 
system (e.g., convert 5 cm to 0.05 m), and use these conversions in solving multi-step, real-
world problems. 

• Classify two-dimensional figures and graph on the coordinate plane 
- Use a pair of perpendicular number lines, called axes, to define a coordinate system, with the 
intersection of the lines (the origin) arranged to coincide with the 0 on each line and a given 
point in the plane located by using an ordered pair of numbers, called its coordinates. 
Understand that the first number indicates how far to travel from the origin in the direction of 
one axis, and the second number indicates how far to travel in the direction of the second axis, 
with the convention that the names of the two axes and the coordinates correspond (e.g., x-
axis and x-coordinate, y-axis and y- coordinate). 
- Represent real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in the first quadrant of 
the coordinate plane, and interpret coordinate values of points in the context of the situation. 
- Explain that attributes belonging to a category of two-dimensional figures also belong to all 
subcategories of that category. For example, all rectangles have four right angles and squares 
are rectangles, so all squares have four right angles. 
- Classify two-dimensional figures in a hierarchy based on properties. 
 

Science 
• Physical Science - Mixtures & Solutions 

- Develop a model to describe that matter is made of particles too small to be seen.  
- Make observations and measurements to identify materials based on their properties. 
- Measure and graph quantities to provide evidence that regardless of the type of change that 
occurs when heating, cooling or mixing substances, the total weight of matter is conserved. 

As a result of their schooling, 
students will be able to: 



- Conduct an investigation to determine whether the mixing of two or more substances results 
in new substances. 
- Support an argument that the gravitational force exerted by Earth on objects is directed 
down.  
- Use models to describe that energy in animals’ food (used for body repair, growth and motion 
and to maintain body warmth) was once energy from the sun.  

• Life Science - Living Systems  
- Support an argument that plants get the materials they need for growth chiefly from air and 
water.  
- Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers, 
and the environment. 
Earth Science – Sun, Moon & Stars/Water Planet 
- Support an argument that differences in the apparent brightness of the sun compared to 
other stars is due to their relative distances from the Earth.  
- Represent data in graphical displays to reveal patterns of daily changes in length and 
direction of shadows, day and night, and the seasonal appearance of some stars in the night 
sky.  
- Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere 
and/or atmosphere interact.  
- Describe and graph the amounts and percentages of saltwater and freshwater in various 
reservoirs to provide evidence about the distribution of water on Earth. 
 

Social Studies 
• History - Analyze primary and secondary sources from multiple points of view to develop an 

understanding of early United States history 
- Recognize how historical context can affect the perspective of historical sources.  
- Examine significant historical documents. For example: the Stamp Act, the Declaration of 
Independence, and the Constitution.  
- Interpret timelines of eras and themes in North America from European colonization through 
the establishment of the United States Government.  
- Analyze cartoons, artifacts, artwork, charts, and graphs related to eras and themes in North 
America from European colonization through the establishment of the United States 
Government.  
- Identify and explain cultural interactions between the European colonists, American Indians, 
and enslaved individuals. For example: the Columbian Exchange, and various trade networks. 
- Identify and describe the significant individuals and groups of American Indians and European 
colonists before the American Revolution. 
- Explain the development of political, social and economic institutions in the British American 
colonies.  
- Explain important political, social, economic, and military developments leading to and during 
the American Revolution. 

• Geography - Use geographic tools and sources to research and answer questions about 
United States geography and analyze the effects of movement 
- Answer questions about regions of the United States using various types of maps.  
- Use geographic tools to identify, locate, and describe places and regions in the United States 
and suggest reasons for their location.  
- Describe the influence of accessible resources on the development of local and regional 
communities throughout the United States. 
- Identify variables associated with discovery, exploration, and migration. 
- Explain migration, trade, and cultural patterns that result from interactions among people, 
groups, and cultures.  
- Describe and analyze how specific physical and political features influenced historical events, 
movements, and adaptation to the environment. 
- Analyze how cooperation and conflict among people contribute to political, economic, and 
social divisions in the United States. 
- Give examples of the influence of geography on the history of the United States.  

• Economics - Understand how trade shaped the development of early America and how 
individuals use financial institutions to manage personal finances 
- Identify examples of the productive resources and explain how they are used to produce 
goods and services. For example: land, labor, and capital.  
- Compare ways in which people and communities exchanged goods and services. For example: 
barter and monetary exchange. 

- Identify the goods and services that were traded among different cultures and regions. 
- Describe how patterns of trade evolved within early America.  
- Explain some of the challenges that American colonists faced that would eventually lead them 
to the creation of commercial banks. 
- Differentiate between saving and investing.  
- Establish the function of banking.  
- Distinguish between different types of financial institutions such as banks and credit unions, 
and the services provided. For example: checking accounts, savings accounts, investments, and 
loans. 
- Create a way to keep track of money spent and money saved. 

• Civics - Understand the foundations of citizenship in the United States and the origins, 
functions, and structures of the United States government 
- Describe and provide sources and examples of individual rights. 
- Give examples of group and individual actions that illustrate civic ideals in the founding of the 
United States. For example: freedom, rule of law, equality, civility, cooperation, respect, 
responsibility, and civic participation.  
- Explain the reasons for the settlement of the American colonies. 
- Define the criteria and process for becoming a citizen. 
- Explain the historical foundation and the events that led to the establishment of the United 
States government. For example: the colonial experience, the Declaration of Independence, the 
Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution.  
- Identify political principles of American democracy and how the Constitution and Bill of Rights 
reflect and preserve these principles. 
- Explain the origins, structures, and functions of the three branches of the United States 
government and the relationships among them. 
- Describe how the decisions of the national government affect local and state government. 

 

 
 

Reviewing the Language 
 
Learner Expectations: The articulation (at each grade level), concepts, and 
skills of a standard that indicate a student is making progress toward being 
ready for high school. What do students need to know from preschool through 
eighth grade?  These are the statements contained in the report card. 
 
Evidence Outcomes: The indication that a student is meeting an expectation 
at the mastery level. How do we know that a student can do it? 
 
Example: 
Learner Expectation: Perform operations with multi-digit whole numbers 
Evidence Outcome(s): 
- Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.  
- Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers with up to four-digit 
dividends and two-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the 
properties of operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and 
division. Illustrate and explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular 
arrays, and/or area models.  
 
 
Highlighted evidence outcomes represent priority content for the 2020-2021 
school year. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This school year Colorado has new academic 
standards for students. Colorado state academic 
standards are the expectations of what students 
need to know and be able to do. They also 
express what Colorado sees as the future skills 
and essential knowledge for our next generation 
to be successful. 
Academic standards are important because they 
help ensure that all students are prepared for 
success in college and the workforce. They 
provide a framework of clear and consistent 
expectations for students, parents, and teachers; 
assist in building your child’s knowledge and 
skills; and set high goals for all students. 
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