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MINUTES 
ST. VRAIN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT RE-1J 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
OPENING OF MEETING 
 
The Board of Education of the St. Vrain Valley School District met September 12, 2018 
at the Educational Services Center Board Room, 395 South Pratt Parkway, Longmont, 
Colorado. The Regular Meeting was called to order by Board of Education President 
Robert J. Smith at 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Board Members Present: 
 
John Ahrens, Assistant Secretary, Director District D  
Dr. Richard Martyr, Member, Director District E 
Paula Peairs, Treasurer, Director District F 
Karen Ragland, Member, Director District B 
Joie Siegrist, Vice President, Director District A 
Amory Siscoe, Secretary, Director District G 
Robert J. Smith, President, Director District C 
 
Board Members Absent: 
 
None 
 
St. Vrain Valley School District Staff Present: 
 
Greg Fieth, Chief Financial Officer 
Stacy Gahagen, Director of Security and Emergency Management 
Dr. Don Haddad, Superintendent of Schools 
Jackie Kapushion, Deputy Superintendent  
Bryan Krause, Area Assistant Superintendent 
Brian Lamer, Assistant Superintendent of Operations 
Dr. Diane Lauer, Assistant Superintendent of Priority Schools and Academic Support 
Kerri McDermid, Executive Director of Communications 
Mark Mills, Area Assistant Superintendent 
Dina Perfetti-Deany, Area Assistant Superintendent 
Brandon Shaffer, Exec Dir of Legal/Govt Affairs, Community Outreach & P-TECH  
Jessica Shaffer, Longmont Estates Elementary Academic Support 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA (2.0)  
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Agenda was accepted as presented.  Board President Robert J. Smith recited the District 
Mission Statement. 
 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (3.0) 
 
Grassroots St. Vrain members/supporters present to show their support for Amendment 
73 with a Resolution: Jo Charlton, Mary Claire Collins, Sarah Elahi, Lisa and Jeff Hainline, 
Cathy Hawley, Janis Hughes, Erin and Todd Jeffreys, Karna Jones, Mike Keppler, Debbie 
Lammers, Paul Maldonado, Laura and Chris McDonald, Terry Parsell-Sherry, Mike and 
Amy Schiers, Carolyn Storz, and Karen Winkler.   
Jana Mendez, 557 Rider Ridge Drive, Longmont, 80504 – present in opposition of 
Amendment 73.   
 
VISITORS (4.0) 
 
Jim Berthold, Retired District Bus Dispatcher – did not address the Board. 
Todd Snidow, Executive Vice President, George K. Baum – present to answer questions 
for Action Item 8.2 – Approval of Resolution for the Sale of Bonds. 
Steve Villarreal, President, St. Vrain Education Association – did not address the Board. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT (5.0) 
 
• Announced the Fall Superintendent Forum Meetings:  9/10/18 at Niwot High; 9/11/18 

at Skyline High; 9/17/18 at Frederick High; 9/24/18 at Mead High; 9/27/18 at Longmont 
High; 10/2/18 at Lyons M/S; 10/4/18 at Silver Creek; and 10/8/18 at Erie High.  The 
first two meetings went very well, and received both positive feedback and 
constructive criticism which we have taken into consideration as we move forward.   

• Announced that St. Vrain Valley will not move forward with the proposed Rifle Pilot 
Program at Lyons M/S and Niwot High School, but will be adding additional Safety 
Resource Officers, counselors, and mental health support throughout the District’s 
schools. 

• FTE allocations are evaluated adjusted as needed.  Additional teachers have been 
added at Hygiene Elementary, Soaring Heights PK-8, Coal Ridge Middle, and Erie 
High School – staffing conversations continue with Principals, Assistant 
Superintendents and teachers regarding class sizes, and hot spots are addressed 
each Tuesday.   

• Announced that the list of local and national corporate partners is over 80 at this point 
– is gathering quotes from each partner as to why they enjoy partnering with St. Vrain 
– he will post and share results with the community.   

• Announced the fund balance will most likely increase because of a strong budget year, 
and successful grant writing by Hilary Sontag.  At their last meeting, Longmont 
Economic Development Partnership stated that Longmont businesses are doing so 
well in large part due to the quality of our school system.  

• Announced enrollment in our traditional schools has increased by 351 students, 
decreased in our charter schools by 221 students, and decreased by 25 in our 
alternative schools.   
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• Excited about homecoming week, and plans to attend homecoming functions. 
• Fall sports/music programs are off to a tremendous start. 
• Attended lunch with the Vice President of Discovery Education – the November 8, 

2018 event at the Innovation Center already has 87 people signed up from around the 
state – anticipating 150-200 people by end of registration. 

• Planned with Brandon Shaffer for the second P-TECH program at Frederick High 
School – already planning for a third, so that students could ultimately earn an 
Associate’s Degree in Computer Science, Biomedical, and Cyber Security at no cost.  
Partnership with IBM and Front Range Community College is going well.   

• Apple, Inc. leadership visited the Innovation Center with Patty Quinones and Jackie 
Kapushion’s teams sharing partnership opportunities and hope to have exciting 
announcements from that visit in the near future.  Planning to take a trip to Apple, Inc., 
in Cupertino, California to share more exciting information highlighting St. Vrain Valley 
as one of the top districts in the country in terms of curriculum, technology and 
instruction.   

• Longmont Estates Elementary teacher Katie Goldsberry is a finalist for 2019 Colorado 
Teacher of the Year – whole District is very proud of her.  

• Publication Education Week recently had an article highlighting chronic absenteeism 
– Colorado’s level of absenteeism is at 15 to 20% – enlisted the help of the High 
School Student Advisory to look at ways to tackle the issue.   

• September Study Session will discuss student performance on assessments – results 
of SATs are up by 15.2 points and CMAS scores increased 57%.  Board members will 
receive a packet of assessment information prior to the Study Session so they can 
share thoughts with senior staff. 

 
REPORTS (6.0) 
 
None 
 
CONSENT ITEMS (7.0) 
 
Amory Siscoe moved to approve Consent Agenda Items 7.1 through 7.5.  John Ahrens 
seconded. 
 

1. Approval: Staff Terminations/Leaves 
2. Approval: Staff Appointments  
3. Approval: Approval of Minutes for the August 8, 2018 and the August 22, 2018 

Regular Meetings 
4. Approval: Approval of License Agreement for Ditch Crossing with Town of Erie 
5. Approval: Approval of Change Order 1 to CMGC Contract for Main Street Auditorium 

Remodel Project 
 

Board members questioned the length of the term of the License Agreement for the Ditch 
Crossing with the Town of Erie.  Brian Lamer reported that the Ditch Crossing License 
Agreement was permanent as long as the Ditch Crossing was in existence, and assured 
the Board members that this would only be a one-time payment of $1,000. 
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The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote: [John Ahrens, yes; Dr. Richard Martyr, 
yes; Paula Peairs, yes; Karen Ragland, yes; Joie Siegrist, yes; Amory Siscoe, yes; Bob 
Smith, yes].   
 
ACTION ITEMS (8.0) 
 

Adoption of Resolution to Support Amendment 73 (8.1) 
 
Amory Siscoe moved that the Board of Education adopt a Resolution in support of 
Amendment 73.  Dr. Richard Martyr seconded. 
 
Dr. Haddad reported that Amendment 73 builds on the successes of Colorado’s public 
schools by expanding students’ educational opportunities to prepare them for success in 
college, career and life; preparing a qualified workforce for decades to come; and 
ensuring that Colorado’s economic prosperity is shared with every community in every 
corner of our state.  His administration team believes that all Colorado children have a 
constitutional right to an outstanding education and opportunities similar to those that 
have been afforded to students in our District.  
 
Board members each spoke about their individual feelings about the Amendment:   

 Karen – Eye-opening for St. Vrain to be recognized at CASB because we’ve been 
so fortunate – great responsibility to share the success and lessons learned.   

 John – Appreciate the hard work that went into the Amendment and Resolution. 
The money will definitely help rural schools in Colorado.  Great community effort, 
and respect the community’s commitment to put it on the ballot.   

 Joie – Recognized the community for its support of our District.  With increased 
funds comes the responsibility to manage those funds – thanked the Finance team 
for the great job they already do.   

 Amory – Honored to be a part of, and in support of, this District – the community 
has been amazing and the District couldn’t do without their partnerships.  A 
successful foundation has been established, and school districts can learn so 
much from St. Vrain – appreciates everyone that played a part in leading by 
example.  

 Paula – Thanked the public speakers that came to the meeting tonight to share 
their viewpoints.  Thanked Grassroots St. Vrain members and supporters for 
sharing the history of their organization and the wonderful support they have given 
the District through good times and bad.  Focus is to tell our story to the public and 
recognize that the St. Vrain model is working.  Thanked former Senator Jana 
Mendez for sharing her viewpoint, and agrees that her concerns are valid, but still 
supports the Amendment on behalf of all Colorado school districts.   

 Dick – Conveyed his appreciation to our St. Vrain communities and the work of 
Grassroots St. Vrain as their model of community support has impacted our District 
substantially and is a large part of the reason why our District pursues academic 
excellence by design.  Our District has an obligation to share the successes we’ve 
experienced to support the same first rate, quality education to children throughout 
Colorado.  

 Bob – Imperative the state finds a different way to fund schools other than a 
reliance on property taxes. 
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The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote: [John Ahrens, yes; Dr. Richard Martyr, 
yes; Paula Peairs, yes; Karen Ragland, yes; Joie Siegrist, yes; Amory Siscoe, yes; Bob 
Smith, yes].   
 
Adoption of Resolution for the Sale of Bonds (8.2) 
 
Paula Peairs moved that the Board of Education adopt a resolution authorizing the 
issuance of General Obligation Bonds from the voter authorization approved November 
8, 2016.  John Ahrens seconded. 
 
Greg Fieth reported that, on November 8, 2016, the electorate of the St. Vrain Valley 
School District approved the issuance of $260.34 million in bonds for projects cited as 
critical needs for the purposes of acquiring, constructing or purchasing school buildings 
and grounds,  enlarging, improving, repairing and making additions to school buildings 
and equipping schools, and providing other capital assets for District purposes, including 
repairing and renovating existing school buildings District-wide, enhancing educational, 
innovative, science, technology, engineering and math programs District-wide.   
 
In November 2016, the District sold $200 million in bonds to fund its initial projects. This 
resolution allows the District to sell the remaining $60.34 million to fund the remaining 
projects. 
 
The resolution directs Greg to proceed with the proposed issuance including, but not 
limited to, (i) working with George K. Baum & Co. to structure the issuance, (ii) retaining 
bond counsel to prepare a resolution authorizing the issuance of the bonds, an official 
statement and related documents, (iii) obtaining a rating on the bonds and/or bond 
insurance for the bonds, and (iv) taking all steps necessary to issue the bonds.   
 
Approval of the resolution authorizes Greg to proceed, on behalf of the District, with 
accepting the final pricing/sale terms for the bonds based on the restrictions of the ballot 
question.  The Bonds may be sold at any time after the approval of the resolution by the 
Board, but it is expected that the Bonds will be sold September 19, with a closing in early 
October 2018.   
 
Todd Snidow, Executive Vice President of George K. Baum, was present to answer 
questions.  He was heartened to see how much the investment conditions have improved, 
and invited the Board members to attend the pricing/sale of the bonds at his office on 
Wednesday, September 19, 2018.  Board members thanked Todd and the Finance team 
for their painstakingly care managing our taxpayers’ money.   
 
The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote: [John Ahrens, yes; Dr. Richard Martyr, 
yes; Paula Peairs, yes; Karen Ragland, yes; Joie Siegrist, yes; Amory Siscoe, yes; Bob 
Smith, yes].   
 
Approval of Update of Vendors Providing Purchased Services Over $100,000 (8.3) 
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Joie Siegrist moved that the Board of Education approve vendors Boulder County 
Sheriff’s Department and the Town of Frederick who are anticipated to provide purchased 
services over $100,000 during Fiscal Year 2019 for retaining/adding School Resource 
Officers.  Karen Ragland seconded. 
 
Greg Fieth reported that this updated information is presented in an effort to streamline 
the District’s policy requirement that the Board approve all vendors to whom the District 
pays over $100,000 in a single fiscal year, per Board Policy DJ/DJA – Purchasing/ 
Purchasing Authorization.  This is specifically to address vendors who provide goods/ 
services that are not competitively bid, competitive bids that are extended into a new fiscal 
year, or FY19 newly awarded contracts.  Board members pointed out the difference in the 
price for providing School Resource Officers from Boulder and Weld Counties. 
 
The motion carried by unanimous roll call vote: [John Ahrens, yes; Dr. Richard Martyr, 
yes; Paula Peairs, yes; Karen Ragland, yes; Joie Siegrist, yes; Amory Siscoe, yes; Bob 
Smith, yes].   
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS (9.0) 
 
Board Reports (9.1) 
 
John Ahrens –  
Recognitions/Comments: 
• Erie schools are open, and class sizes are at a good level even with the border 

changes in Erie and Frederick.  Impressed with the opportunities at the new Soaring 
Heights PK-8.  Thanked the Erie community for their tremendous vote of confidence 
supporting the schools through voting for the bond.   

• Attended first football game at Erie High – Erie hometown pride was evident, and hope 
to have another state-bound football season.   

• Honored to be involved with the Apple, Inc. visit to St. Vrain – so fortunate to build 
collaboration with businesses.   

• Announced a fundraiser Jog-A-Thon at Soaring Heights Thursday, September 13, and 
Friday, September 14, 2018.  

• Attended an athletic celebration in the town of Erie which had a huge turnout, and it 
was so great to see the community come together for the students. 

• On behalf of his own two children, thanked the teachers and staff for the love they put 
into their jobs.  The start to the Erie school year was seamless, and students are 
prepared and ready to achieve the highest standards ever because of them.   
 

Dr. Richard Martyr –  
Recognitions/Comments: 
• Teacher Excellence – recognized the tremendous additional effort that teachers 

throughout the District went through to get ready for school to begin setting up classes 
and refresh their curriculum, even while most of them had construction going on in 
their schools.   
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• Leadership Excellence – attended a graduation ceremony at Silver Creek High School 

for Dyan Zarate.  For personal reasons, she had to drop out of Silver Creek but, with 
the help of Erick Finnestead and his staff, she was presented her diploma, surrounded 
by all the people that made it possible – just another example of how building leaders 
support students in every way possible.   

• Partnerships for Excellence – Colorado Association of School Boards Annual 
Convention theme this year is “Govern/Advocate/Lead – A Vision for the Future” which 
is their effort to begin developing a statewide positive message of the fundamental 
value of public education to our surrounding communities and our country.  Thanked 
Dr. Haddad for our District’s timely and essential work to change the public narrative 
about public education, and to remind us all of our public education system’s 
extraordinary accomplishments. 

 
Paula Peairs –  
Recognitions/Comments: 
• Sunrise Stampede was an exciting way to kick off the beginning of school, along with 

iPad distribution and fall sports – all a very smooth transition.  Appreciated the efforts 
of all staff to focus on FTE hot spots that were addressed right away.  

• Attended the first High School Student Advisory Meeting – a good group of students 
with a lot of new faces. Enjoyed the overview Kerri McDermid provided the students 
about the St. Vrain Storm initiative with the hashtag “Public and Proud.”   

• Thanked all staff for the seamless opening to all of the schools, and for all the amazing 
choices our students have.   
 

Karen Ragland – 
Recognitions/Comments: 
• Visited the Innovation Center and is amazed by the building and excited to see the 

programs offered there.   
• Visited all the schools in the Niwot feeder system and all shared the same sentiment 

about how their community supports them.   
• Excited about the focus for making a successful transition for students from 8th to 9th 

grade – was great to see 8th and 9th graders working together. 
• Niwot High hosted a back-to-school BBQ that was very well attended, and announced 

there will be a carnival this Friday for homecoming. 
• Announced that the Longmont Multicultural Action Committee will have a free 

celebration on Friday, September 21, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm at the Longmont Museum.    
 

Joie Siegrist – 
Recognitions/Comments: 
• Recognized Longmont Estates Elementary teacher Katie Goldsberry for being a 

finalist for 2019 Colorado Teacher of the Year by the Colorado Department of 
Education.  She was honored to write a letter of support for her, as Katie had been 
her children’s teacher and wishes her much luck in this well-deserved recognition.   
 

Amory Siscoe – 
Recognitions/Comments: 
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• Was pleased that the beginning of the school year for the Carbon Valley area has 

been so smooth.  Is astounded at the differences among school districts in other areas, 
and hopes our families know how lucky they are to have their children in St. Vrain 
Valley schools – appreciates and is proud of everyone who makes it all possible.   

 
Bob Smith – 
Recognitions/Comments: 
• Great start to the new school year, and noted the remarkable and tangible 

commitment that staff and parents make to open the schools for the new year – 
remarkable enthusiasm of the kids.  Thanked the administration for the depth and 
thought that went into planning and building the new schools. 

 
ADJOURNMENT (10.0) 
   
As the meeting was being adjourned, Josie Reid, a 10th grade student from Erie High 
School and her mother presented Josie’s request regarding a bus scheduling issue in her 
neighborhood.  Josie implored the Board and Dr. Haddad to review the early start 
times/bus arrivals because she felt that students need more sleep.  Board members and 
Dr. Haddad commended her for coming forward, and assured her administrators would 
look into the matter. 
 
Amory Siscoe moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 p.m., and Karen Ragland seconded.   
The motion carried by unanimous acclamation:  [John Ahrens, yes; Dr. Richard Martyr, 
yes; Paula Peairs, yes; Karen Ragland, yes; Joie Siegrist, yes; Amory Siscoe, yes; Bob 
Smith, yes].   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
    
Amory Siscoe, Secretary of the Board of Education 
 
Barb Steege, Executive Administrative Assistant to the Board of Education 
 
Read and approved or corrected and approved on October 10, 2018. 


